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Tainaron Blue Retreat, Mani, Greece, 2014
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Wi H{% K& /Credits and Data

I IR/ Site Area: 1103m”

EEHAIFA/Floor Area: 191m”

# 8L/ Materials: £15k, R#7, %k/Stone, wood, iron
141/ Cost: 500,000 EUR

1% [A]/Design Period: 2008 -2010

#252/Photos: George Meitner
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The towers, imposing like tall and narrow
prisms, are the most stubborn and absolute
expression of Mani architecture. On the outskirts
of the settlements, the "xemonia" (fortified houses)
were erected in order to defend or expand the land
property. They served not only to control, exclude
or drive out the opponents, but also to transfer
the pressure from the main settlement to new
territories.

Tainaron Blue Retreat is a representative
example of traditional xemonia of the South. The
tower — now transformed into a small guest house —
faces toward a similar structure, which had also been
a strong fortified complex. Together, they controlled
the road to the area around Tainaron. The military
tower is built on solid ground and rocks known as
"rizomies", at a strategic spot that offers an amazing
view of the sea and the hinterland.

The restoration of the traditional building
solved form issues in relation to the old texture of
the masonry, so that the final look of the tower gives
the impression of a building that emerges from the
rock, upon which it is founded. Both interior and
exterior grouting were done with real "kourasani”
or Roman mortar (a combination of Theraic soil,
ceramic powder, lime and a special shade of river
sand) and minimum amount of cement, which
enhances the static performance of the masonry and
ensures durability.

The conversion of the tower into a guest house
had to overcome considerable difficulties, which
involved the need for a high degree of adaptation
to the specific characteristics of the regional
architecture, and at the same time the demand for
accommodation with modern aesthetic sense. The
four floors, with relatively limited interior spaces
comprising three en-suite bedrooms, a shared
kitchen and a breakfast and reception area, are
organized along a vertical axis, allowing guests to
have the unique experience of moving through
narrow openings ("waterfalls"), wooden stairs or
rocks protruding from the walls and arches ("steps").

As the formation of the exterior spaces had to
ensure minimum interference, a water surface area
was added to adapt to the specific environment and
the topography of the landscape, thus resulting in a
consistent set of buildings and spaces with intensity

and character.[]
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9 #N5t/Exterior view

10 #dtkith/Swimming pool
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Comments

CHU Dongzhu: Closed and wide, high-rising and horizontal, rough and clean, history
and present, warm yellow and clear blue, ... the project contains so many contrast and
comparisons that an ancient and primitive watchtower is successfully transited into a
modern hotel. The architect is extremely controlled on the reform of the architecture
appearance and environment by conserving most of the original forms and only conducting
the most basic modification. Three suites are "collected" into this narrow space that is
not originally designed for the purpose of "comfortableness". Imagine the contrast and
wonderful feeling when you appreciate the endless beautiful scenery from the small window
that was designed for enemy surveillance. A perfect reconstruction of an old building
is usually realized because the architect totally understand the "heart" of the reformed

building. In this sense, this design is a successful one.

Li Hua: Tainaron Blue Retreat is a fascinating hotel, with a rough and primitive
exterior as well as a modern and simple interior. Historical narratives and surrounding
environments add to its special taste and charm, which will no doubt become popular
among tourists. With regards to architecture review, I would first ask what should
be the base of a professional review: should it be reviewed from the perspective of
protection or design? Based on current resources at hand, I tend to view it as a design
constrained by limited conditions. Consequently, the core question becomes: what
makes it special if we go beyond the generic method and technical judgment of historic
architecture protection and utilization? Or to what extent special conditions contribute
to the features of this building in terms of concept as well as physical level and

experience?
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